Bioethics: social work's response and training needs.
Hospital social workers (N = 255) from ten urban teaching hospitals in seven states were surveyed regarding their practice responses and training needs in bioethics. Responses to twenty-one practice situations in bioethics were analyzed in terms of levels of encountering ethical concerns, clinical participation and preparedness to handle ethical concerns. Whereas worker responses were greater in practice situations appearing more psychosocial than biomedical in nature, training needs were greater in those situations appearing more biomedical than psychosocial in nature. Rationing of health care, the number one training need across service specialties, stands out as the practice situation in which ethical concerns were encountered with the least preparation and participation. Prior training in ethical principles and analysis and service on a hospital ethics committee associated significantly with higher levels of worker responses. Implications for social work education and practice in today's health care environment are presented.